So what will I have to do as a “Range Attendant”?

The Range Attendant is not intended to be the equivalent of a security guard or policeman, just a set of eyes to watch what’s going on, detect unsafe conditions, and answer questions. 

The first responsibility is simply to show up on time. If you’re starting in the morning, you should try to get there early enough to see if anyone has started shooting before the approved time (8 AM Mon-Sat, 9 AM Sun). 7:45 or 8:45 AM should be plenty of time. If you are on the second shift of a two-shift day, then don’t keep the morning shift waiting – Please arrive before 2:30 PM.

You will sign in (like everyone else), get an orange vest and radio, and greet other members as they arrive and sign in at the clubhouse. You’ll also remind them to come sign out when they’re ready to leave.

At the beginning of a day shift, and as time permits during any shift, you will drive the ranges to look for damage to the property, downed trees blocking the roads, and the like. If you find any shooters who did not check in at the clubhouse, you’ll confirm that they are members, and ask them to stop by the clubhouse to check out. You may drive to the gate now and then to make sure it’s still operating.

You’ll keep a log of your activities – patrols, time in and out, etc. – which you’ll leave behind at the end of the day. You’ll drive the range one final time to make sure everyone is gone, then make sure the gate locks behind you when you leave.

If problems such as trespassing or serious safety violations are witnessed, there are instructions on how to deal with them. If any member or guest is injured or has medical problems, you should call 911, and then make sure the responding officers or EMT’s can get in the gate. This is one of the primary reasons we schedule two RA’s for each shift – so one can stay at the scene and deal with the situation as best he can while the other uses the phone, opens the gate, and leads them to the scene.

There’s a 3-ring binder with instructions and procedures for the RA’s to use. The ‘meat and potatoes’ of those instructions are only 5 pages long, and take about 8 minutes to read. If we can find a way to make them any shorter, we will! 

As the Range Attendant program continues, we will no doubt find things that need to be added, dropped or altered in the duties and procedures. We depend on those who serve for a day to give us feedback, so we can make those changes. 

If you sign up for Range Attendant duty, there are a few things you may want to bring from home: Lunch, snacks and drinks; insect repellant and/or sunscreen; a cell phone; and your membership card. There’s a ‘fridge and freezer, and a small warming oven for frozen pizza or similar foods. There is also a microwave and coffee maker, but you might want to bring your own coffee in case the supply is running low.

The TV picks up about a dozen broadcast channels very well, including 2, 4, 5, 9,11, 29 and 45, so if daytime programming appeals to you, the time should pass quickly. Sorry, no cable or Direct TV. A DVD player is also set up for member use, and members have contributed a small library of movies.

Some RA’s have brought their reloading stuff, their bows and airguns (which can be shot in the clubhouse), books, crossword puzzles, cribbage boards and so on to pass the time. On most days, there’s time to do a little shooting, or shoot a few test loads.

RA’s have often brought guests, or invited guests to meet them at the range (sometimes they bring lunch!). However, the Board of Directors has decided that guests of a Range Attendant should not expect to shoot on any of the ranges, as the RA has to be with them, and their RA duties are ignored during that time. On the other hand, archery or airgun shooting in the clubhouse does not interfere with RA duties, and is a pleasant way to pass the time on slow days.
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