 What’s F-Class?

F-class is the new competitive rifle sport that has been officially adopted by the NRA.  F-class is prone, slow fire rifle shooting with most frequently a scoped rifle, although open sights are legal also.  Nearly any centerfire hunting rifle will work as an entry level F-class rifle for those interested in getting started without much new equipment needed.  Rifles are supported by sandbags, bipods, or machine rests at the forearm.  Depending on which class the rifle falls into, a rear sandbag or a rear machine rest is allowed.

F-class rifles are divided into two categories, depending on caliber and accessories.  The T/R division is limited to .223 Rem. and .308 Win. calibers.  These rifles must use a bipod or sling if mechanical front support is to be used.  The Open division is any caliber rifle other than those listed in the T/R division.  The Open division allows machine rests, both front and rear, as well as a larger weight limit for the rifle.  

F-class shooting was originally developed by a Canadian long range shooter named Mr. Farquharson who was no longer able to see his iron sights well but still enjoyed competitive shooting.  He convinced the Canadian NRA to recognize the sport.  F-class shooting has gained tremendous popularity world wide.  The NRA of the United States of America has officially adopted rules for F-class in 2007.  The following web sites have much information on this exciting new sport; www.f-classinfo.com, www.6mmbr.com, www.long-range.com, and www.usfclass.com .
The Elk River Sportsman’s Club and the Minnesota Rifle and Revolver Association welcome this new sport and support its growth.  Minnesota will have several F-class matches as well as a State championship this year.  Watch for news as well as an F-class section on the ERSC and MRRA websites.  Some F-class matches will be held concurrently with Highpower matches although the growing popularity of F-class will encourage dedicated matches in the future.  The ERSC website is www.ersportsman.com and the MRRA website is www.mrra.org.  
